the main questions arising in connection therewith. In view
Of the importance of the matter, the Soviet delegation insists
that this question should be the first of the questions relat-
ing to Germany to- be examined.
I would remind you that way back in April 1946, the
Government of the United States' of America insisted that
the peace treaty with Germany be prepared as speedily as
possible. The British and French delegations supported this
proposal.
At that time, however, this was impossible to do, because
attention was entirely concentrated on preparing the first five
peace treaties. But now, at the close of 1947, we are fully
in a position to tackle the preparation of the peace treaty
with Germany in all earnest, and not to postpone this impor-
tant matter any longer on one excuse or another.
The Soviet Government deems it essential to expedite
the preparation of the, peace treaty with Germany, and
proposes that this question be placed ahead of all other
questions at the present meeting of the Council. We proceed
from the conviction that the Soviet Union is not the only
one interested in speeding the establishment of peace
throughout Europe. Other peoples of Europe, and not
only of Europe, are, of course, interested in this. All this
gives me reason to hope that our proposals will be sup-
ported by the other delegations.